


Lesson #7 “God’s Power Over Nature”


· Read chapter Six and answer the following questions from pages 85-97.
Jeremiah 14:22 "Are there any among the idols of the nations that can cause rain? Or can the heavens give showers? Are You not He, O LORD our God? Therefore, we will wait for You, Since You have made all these.”

Central Idea: God has established certain physical laws for the operation of His universe. Moment by moment those laws operate according to His direct will.
1) In practice, what do we tend to do and think concerning natural disasters?

2) God…“has established physical ________ by which He _____________ the force of ____________, but those laws continually ______________ according to His ___________________ will.”

3) What observations do you make in Job 37:3, 6, and 10-13 regarding God’s control over nature?

4) “The truth is all expressions of __________, all occurrences of ______________, whether it be a devastating _____________ or a gentle __________ on a spring day, are __________ of God.”

5) Is complaining about the weather sinful? If so, why?

Quote: “Scripture represents all physical laws as having their effect from the immediate agency of Almighty Power… Christians themselves, though they recognize the doctrine (of divine providence), are prone to overlook it in practice, and consequently to be deprived, in a great measure, of that advantage which a constant and deep impression of this truth is calculated to give.” Alexander Carson
6) “Though God sometimes ______ the _________ and other expressions of nature as _________ of judgment, He ______ often _____ weather as an expression of His ________ provision for His creation.”

7) Regarding natural disasters, what do we need to be careful not to do?

8) In Isaiah 45:7, what role does God play in calamities and disasters?

9) What does Exodus 4:11 teach us regarding the cause of physical afflictions?

Quote: “No person in this world was ever blind that God had not planned for him to be blind; no person was ever deaf in this world that God had not planned for that person to be deaf… If you do not believe that, you have a strange God who has a universe which had gone out of gear and He cannot control it.” Donald Barnhouse
10) “So, we can say the ultimate _______ of all pain and suffering must be traced back to the ______.  God’s weal and woe are ______ arbitrary or capricious, but His ____________ response to man’s _______.”

11) What is the first thing we need to do to trust God in our tribulations?

Lamentations 3:31-33 “For the Lord will not cast off forever. 32 Though He causes grief, Yet He will show compassion according to the multitude of His mercies. 33 For He does not afflict willingly, Nor grieve the children of men.”
12) Why can we trust God in all our pain?

13) “God _________ wastes pain.  He always _________ it to accomplish His _______________.  And His purpose is for His __________ and our __________.”

14) How are we to be trusting God in our pain and heartaches?

Thought to Ponder: "God does not need our experience to validate the truthfulness of His Word.”

Habakkuk 3:17-18 “Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines; Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls 18 Yet I will rejoice in the LORD, I will joy in the God of my salvation.”
