


Lesson #2 “Is God in Control?”


· Read Chapter Two and answer the following questions from pages 11-22.
Daniel 4:35 “All the inhabitants of the earth are reputed as nothing; He does according to His will in the army of heaven and among the inhabitants of the earth.  No one can restrain His hand or say to Him. ‘What have You done?’”
Central Idea: God is in control. He has a purpose and a plan for you, and He has the power to carry out that plan.
1) What is wrong with Rabbi Kushner’s view of God?

2) Throughout history what question has always raised doubts regarding God’s control and care?

3) What two key pitfalls do we need to avoid about the Providence of God?

4) What is the author’s definition of the “Providence of God”?

5) “God ___________ pursues His ___________ at the expense of the ___________ of His people, nor does He ever seek _________ good at the _______________ of His ____________.”

6) What doctrine teaches us we can trust God in all things, and why this is true?

7) “Nothing _____________ of its own ____________________power of being.  Nothing in all creation _____________ or acts ________________________ of the Lord’s will.”
8) If we are going to trust God, what must we learn to do?

9) Why do we question or doubt God’s sovereignty?

10) What is meant by the phrase “being a practical Deist”?
11) “God does ___________ walk ____________ and _____________ us to the mercy of _____________________ random or _______________ events.”

“Nothing, therefore, happens unless the Omnipotent wills it to happen; He either permits it to happen, or He brings it about Himself.”  Augustine
12) List five or more clear verses on the Sovereignty of God.
13) How are we to establish our beliefs?

14) What is the difference in the response to the sufferings of a believer versus an unbeliever?

Quote: Divine providence is “The unceasing activity of the Creator whereby, in overflowing bounty and goodwill, He upholds His creatures in ordered existence, guides and governs all events, circumstances, and free acts of angels and men, and directs everything to His appointed goal, for His own glory.” J. I. Packer
