

Lesson #15 “From the Mists of Time: The Trinity and Church History”

· Read Chapter 13 and answer the following questions from pages 176-191.
Proverbs 22:17-21 “Incline your ear and hear the words of the wise, And apply your heart to my knowledge; 18 For it is a pleasant thing if you keep them within you; Let them all be fixed upon your lips,

19 So that your trust may be in the LORD; I have instructed you today, even you. 20 Have I not written to you excellent things Of counsels and knowledge, 21 That I may make you know the certainty of the words of truth, That you may answer words of truth To those who send to you?
1) How should we use church history for our theology?
2) What two reasons hindered the early church from having in-depth theological reflections?
3) Why did Ignatius not think it necessary to explain the conception or deity of Christ in his letters?
4) Why was the Council of Nicaea regarded as the greatest church council ever convened?
5) How did Arius view the nature of Christ?
6) What were the three main groups at the Council of Nicaea?
7) Why did the ‘similar substance’ group hesitate to join the ‘same substance’ group?
8) Define Modalism?

9)  How did ‘Homoousion’ describe the relationship between the Son and the Father?
10)  Why did the council use a term not found in the Bible?
11) Where does the weight of authority lie in the Council of Nicaea?

12) What did God use to turn the tide of the “Arian Resurgence?”
Quote: “I believe in the Trinity and the deity of Christ because it is the teaching of the Scriptures, as we have seen throughout this work. I accept the use of the term homoousion because it accurately reflects the teaching that there is one God and that both the Father and the Son are described as being fully God, fully deity.”
