

When the Church Becomes Like the World

Lesson #15` “Charles Finney and American Evangelical Pragmatism”

Read chapter Appendix Three & Four and answer the following questions from pages 291-304.

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
1) Why did Finney never come to the understanding that conversion is a work of God?
2) Why did MacArthur think it was unfortunate that Finney chose a preaching ministry?

3) Why was Finney’s training as a lawyer harmful to him as a student of the Scriptures?
4) Define Hyper-Calvinism?
5) Why did Finney struggle with the biblical view of human depravity and Divine Sovereignty?
6) What was Finney’s ruling principle in interpreting every biblical doctrine?
7) “Finney discarded the ___________ teaching of _____________ in favor of __________ reason.”
8) How was Finney able to get away with a faulty theology in the churches?

9) How did Finney view revival from a theological perspective?
10) What is wrong with the statement: God’s “object is to do the greatest amount of good possible.”
11) What good did Finney contribute in regard to preaching?
12) What happened spiritually to the people that Finney and his co-workers ministered too?

13) What is Finney’s legacy on American Evangelical Theology & Methodology?


Read Appendix Four: Carnal vs. Spiritual Wisdom
1) “Do not go the way of ___________ reason or __________ the rules of __________ wisdom.”
2) According to worldly wisdom, why does direct Biblical preaching not win people?

3) What does God’s wisdom show us?

