

When the Church Becomes Like the World

Lesson #1 Introduction and Preface to the book


Read Preface 2010 and Preface 1993 and answer the following questions from pages 13-34.
1) How did the “Age of Reason” more or less get started?

2) How has Western Evangelism become weak, worldly and man-centered?

3) Why should Christians today, need to be careful when gaining information on the internet?

4) Define Postmodernism.
5) How did Generation X parent’s teach them to bring worldly trends into the church?

6) What is the meaning of Pragmatism?

7) Why is pragmatism wrong for a Christian as a rule for truth?

8) When a church is pragmatic, it’s _____________ now takes a back seat to ______________.
9) What were the four priorities of the early church?

10) Because of pragmatism, what are Pastors looking for to help their churches grow?

11) How did Modernism set the stage for Theological Liberalism to come into the churches?

12) What were the Modernists trying to make the church like?

13) Where have the most devastating assaults of the faith usually come from?

14) What happens when we use worldly devices to build the church?

15) What is the meaning of Worldliness?

16) What should the overriding goal be of any local church of Jesus Christ?
17) What is the author’s complaint regarding the philosophy of pragmatism?



When the Church Becomes Like the World

Lesson #2 Christianity on the Down-Grade

Read chapter One and answer the following questions from pages 35-56.
1) What did Modernism and Liberalism do to the church in England in the last century?

2) What goes together with worldliness to destroy the Church?

3) If Modernism was not trying to destroy the faith, what was it trying to accomplish?

4) What’s wrong with a “Market Driven” philosophy of ministry for the Church?

5) Summarize the five areas Paul commanded Timothy to be faithful in?

6) What should be the concern of every Christian regarding ministries of the church?

7) Where are today’s church leaders getting their philosophy of ministry?
8) What will happen if Timothy does not preach the Word according to 2 Timothy 4:2-4?

9) What are the Biblical marks of success for a church?

10) “The appropriate goal in the ministry is not ______________, but _________________.”

11) List the nine marks of a faithful Pastor according to 2 Timothy 4:1-5.

12) “The entire _________ of the ______________ minister revolves around the __________ of God- _______________ it, _______________ it, and _______________ it.”

13) What does the “Market-Driven” philosophy say about Biblical preaching and truth?
14) What happens when one becomes an “ear tickling” Christian?

15) What two choices do we have when adversity strikes in the ministry?
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Lesson #3 The User-Friendly Church

Read chapter Two and answer the following questions from pages 57-78.
1) What type of environment are church growth experts telling Pastors to provide?

2) How are Pastors today counseled in how and what to preach?

3) What happens to a local church when the “user-friendly” philosophy is applied?

4) What is the fall out to a preoccupation with unbelievers in a local church?

5) How is Scripture being compromised in the market-driven churches?

6) What is at the heart of the user-friendly church?

7) What doctrine is carefully skirted in user-friendly churches?
8) What is the downfall when a marketing plan is applied to the local church?

9) What must a faithful Pastor stress in light of the advances in modern communications?
10) What kind of message did Peter and John deliver in Acts 4:2?

11) “It is the ________ of faithful church _____________ to ________________ the churches _____________.”

12) When a church carefully and consistently exercises church discipline, what does it communicate to the unregenerate?

13) “The ________ of God was a central ______________ in the early church.  Believers and _______________ alike were ____________ to _________ Him.”

14) What areas in the church is the user-friendly philosophy down-grading?

15) What two major doctrines do market driven leaders usually begin to question?
16) What verses would you use to destroy the false teaching of Conditional Immortality, Annihilationism or No Hell doctrines?

17) When you downplay God’s wrath, what are you really doing to evangelism?
18) What is the answer against the “Market Driven” church philosophy?
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Lesson #4 Gimme That Show-Time Religion

Read chapter Three and answer the following questions from pages 79-99.

Romans 13:11-12 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.  12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.

1) What is meant by “the Age of Exposition”?

2) “In show business, ___________ is irrelevant; what really matters is that we are _______________.  Substance counts for _________; ___________ is everything.”

3) Entertainment is used by the world for what three deterrents in the Christian life?

4) What can destroy people’s appetites for real worship and the preaching of the Word?

5) Why does it matter what medium you use to communicate?

6) Because of pragmatism, the church is hiring what kind of people on the church staff?

7) “Pragmatism has elevated ______________ growth over _______________ growth.”

8) “Pastors and church leaders are to be concerned with the _____________ of the ministry, God will see to the ______________.”

9) When does the goal for pragmatism in the church become wrong?

10) Can one be pragmatic and Biblical?  Why or why not?

11) What is the churches’ only legitimate goal?

12) Can we accelerate or supersede the divine process?

13) A Biblical understanding of which doctrine, would put an end to what’s going on in many of our churches today?

14) How does the church hinder the desire for true holiness?

15) What do we need to be careful to harmonize and why?
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Lesson #5 All Things to All Men


Read chapter Four and answer the following questions from pages 101-115.

1 Corinthians 9:19-22 For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a servant to all, that I might win the more; 20 and to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law; 21 to those who are without law, as without law (not being without law toward God, but under law toward Christ), that I might win those who are without law; 22 to the weak I became as weak, that I might win the weak. I have become all things to all men, that I might by all means save some.

1) What made Paul effective in the ministry?

2) “Paul’s _______________ was ______________ a non-negotiable.”

3) What was Paul trying to teach in 1 Corinthians 9:19-23?

4) How are we to use our Christian freedom we have in Christ?

5) What does freedom from the Law not mean?
6) How is our spiritual life to be governed?
7) What does the grace of God teach us in Titus 2:12?
8) What does it mean to be a slave in the New Testament sense?

9) What did Paul mean by; ‘to the Jew I became a Jew,’ in 1 Corinthians 9:20?
10) What does Antinomian mean?
11) What is the meaning of, ‘Those without the Law … That I might win those who are without the Law,’ in 1 Corinthians 9:21?
12) What is the sense of, ‘To the weak I became weak, that I might win the Weak,’ in                          1 Corinthians 9:22?
13) What is the difference between condescension and compromise?

14) What has the contextualization of the gospel done to the church today?
15) How are we to carry out the Church’s mission for evangelism today?
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Lesson #6 The Foolishness of God

Read chapter Five and answer the following questions from pages 117-130.

1 Corinthians 1:18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God.

1 Corinthians 1:21-23 For since, in the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness,
1) When is intellectual and academic respectability not a worthy goal?

2) “Divine ________ may not always _________ wise under ________ evaluation.”

3) What did the converts in Corinth think human wisdom could do to divine revelation?

4) What has caused more leaders and institution’s to go on the downgrade?

5) “It is impossible to elevate ________ wisdom without lowering ________ truth?”

6) What does human wisdom cater to?

7) What does the gospel demand of people?

8) How is divine wisdom viewed by the world?

9) What can worldly wisdom not do?

10) “Although Paul was willing to become a __________ to all, he was ________ willing to __________ the gospel or _______ God’s design for preaching it.”

11) Human wisdom’s way of salvation gives the glory to whom?

12) What is God interested in doing in people’s lives?
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Lesson #7 “The Power of God Unto Salvation”

Read chapter Six and answer the following questions from pages 131-147.

Romans 1:14-17 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also. 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."
1) What are the marks of Biblical preaching?

2) What traits are found in the sermons from user-friendly pulpits?

3) One cannot follow a market driven ______________ and remain faithful to ______________.

4) What was Paul’s theme for the book of Romans?

5) What was Paul’s primary passion to do in Rome?

6) In Romans 1:11, what was Paul’s concern for the believers in Rome?

7) How was Paul going to encourage the Christians in Rome?

8) How does Romans 1:15 capture Paul’s desire regarding the gospel?

9) Where does the gospel receive its power?

10) What is the vehicle that communicates God’s transforming power of the Gospel?  Scripture?

11) What was Paul’s starting point in sharing the Gospel?

12) How is the wrath of God supposed to make us feel?

13) How is the Gospel to be preached?

14) In presenting the Gospel we must always “keep the _____________ on the ________________, not the _____________.”
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Lesson #8 “Paul on Mar’s Hill”

Read chapter Seven and answer the following questions from pages 149-162.

Acts 17:29-31 "Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30 "Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 "because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead."
1) Why did Paul grieve over the city of Athens?

2) What is the full meaning of Provoked in Acts 17:16?

3) Can we honestly say we feel Provoked as Paul was, as we see the idolatry around us in America?

4) How did Paul begin his evangelism when he was trying to reach the people of Athens?

5) What was Paul’s message in Athens?

6) How did Paul see his ministry in Athens?

7) How did Paul frame his message?

8) How did Paul reveal the true God to the people in Athens?

9) What was Paul urging the people to do with the one true God?

10) What did Paul say that God commanded of all men?

11) What was the response when Paul brought up the resurrection of Christ in his message?

12) What were the results of Paul’s message on Mar’s Hill in Athens?

13) What is the three-fold response one can have toward the Gospel?

Quote: “Paul related to Athens without compromising the message.” John MacArthur
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Lesson #9 “The Sovereignty of God in Salvation”

Read chapter Eight and answer the following questions from pages 163-181.

1 Peter 1:23-25 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because "All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever." Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.
1) What doctrine is despised by the natural mind more than any other?

2) “The doctrine of divine ____________ is _____________ taught throughout the _____________.”

3) What is meant by foreknowledge in 1 Peter 1:2?

4) “Scripture ____________ both divine _________________ and human _________________.”

5) Why do church leaders adopt a pragmatic methodology in reaching the lost?

6) Who is responsible for the pragmatism in American evangelism today?

7) What would happen if salvation depends upon the initiative of the sinner?

8) Is faith and repentance a response of the sinner or a gift from the Lord?  Support with Scripture.

9) How is the faith of the elect activated?

10) What are the means God has chosen to use to bring salvation to the elect?

11) “God _______________ our salvation.  Christ _______________ our salvation.  The Holy Spirit _____________ our salvation.”

12) What role does good works play in our salvation?

13) Why do a lot of Christians not study or strive to understand the Sovereignty of God?

14) What does a firm understanding of the sovereignty of God do to people?

15) What is the test for the validity of every evangelistic endeavor?

16) Why do preachers adjust and tone down the message of the Gospel?
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Lesson #10 “I Will Build My Church”

Read chapter Nine and Ten and answer the following questions from pages 183-203.

Matthew 16:15-18 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?" 16 Simon Peter answered and said, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." 17 Jesus answered and said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 18 "And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
1) How can we see growth spiritually?

2) What is our task in the ministry?

3) Who is the Rock in Matthew 16:18?

4) What statement of Christ assures ultimate success of the church?

5) What causes true and genuine growth with spiritual vitality?

6) What is the chief deficiency in most churches today?

7) What happens to ministries and churches that ignore God’s guidelines?

8) What are the primary biblical goals for the church?

9) “Church _____________, not just ___________, are supposed to be __________________.”

10) What is true biblical discipleship?

11) What can cause a church to stagnate, decline, and ultimately fail?

12) What is the church’s ultimate goal?

Read chapter Ten and answer the following questions.
1) What is meant by “cognitive defiance”?

2) What does a pragmatic church do to a Christians discernment and why?

3) To the market driven churches, what is more important than doctrinal soundness?
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Lesson #11 “Carried About By Every Wind”

Read chapter Eleven and answer the following questions from pages 205-217.

Ephesians 4:12-14  for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,.
1) What have we learned in the last twenty plus years of pragmatism’s influence in the church?

2) What has made the church a laughing stock to the world?

3) How does the church today encourage “apostasy”?

4) What has worldly pragmatism done to the church?

5) What is the one lesson the author wants us to learn from this book?  Why?

6) What must the church resist?

7) What is the relationship between the Word of God and regeneration? Support with Scripture.

8) “The doctrines of ___________ sovereignty and ___________________ do not mean that the __________ will be saved whether they hear the ___________ or not.  Scriptures says _________ has ordained the ___________ as well as the _________.”

9) What is the only thing that has the power to transform a sinner’s heart?

10) How do we make the Bible come “alive”?

11) The Word of God always accomplishes one of two ends. What are they?

12) What is a preacher to be concerned with when preaching?

13) Why have churches resorted to superficial nonsense in their churches?

14) What does Hebrews 4:12 say the Word of God has the ability to do?

15) How are we to destroy the “strongholds” mentioned in 2 Corinthians 10:4-5?

16) What is an absolute necessity in our sanctification?
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Lesson #12 “Spiritual Adultery”

Read chapter Twelve and answer the following questions from pages 219-232.

Hebrews 4:12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
1) What brought about the results of the “Emerging Church”?

2) The ______________ redefinition of __________ and renaming of everything mirrors secular postmodernism’s ________________ with language and ________________.”

3) What are the two significant effects on language that deconstruction has had?

4) Why does the Emerging Church strongly defend profanity?

5) What happens to a person when they give up on the idea of certainty?

6) What doctrines does the Emerging Church focus on to attack?

7) What is the difference between Absolute verses Authentic?

8) What are the results of endless deconstruction of Christian doctrines?

9) What’s wrong with the pastor of the largest user-friendly church denial of failure of their strategy?

10) “The Emerging Conversation may ____________ and diffuse, but its _______________ within evangelical Christianity will __________ be ______________.”

11) What is the author’s great concern regarding the break of the Emerging Church?

12) How can Christian leaders fight off the slippery-slope that leads the church on the down grade?
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Lesson #13 “Spurgeon and the Down-Grade Controversy”

Read chapter Appendix One and answer the following questions from pages 233-259.

Jude 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.
1) What is meant by Socinianism?

2) What doctrinal shift put the churches on the downgrade?

3) “Others simply became enamored with _______________ and worldly __________ consequently they ________ their zeal for __________.”

4) How are some Pastors leading believers down the path of unorthodoxy or worse spiritual ruin?

5) What is the difference between teaching and defending the truth?

6) What is the first step for a church to go on the downgrade?

7) Where did Spurgeon place the blame for the decline in the churches?

8) What is the danger of unity and harmony at all cost?

9) Why did Spurgeon recommend a doctrinal statement for the Baptist Union?

10) What were the two ways that people responded to the downgrade controversy?

11) “Fellowship with ________ and vital ________ is participation in ________”

12) Why couldn’t the Baptist Union discipline anyone for false teaching within its ranks?

13) What is wrong with the spirit of “latitudinarianism”?

14) Why must a doctrinal statement be precise and avoid language that is vague?

15) Why did the weak doctrinal statement pass so overwhelmingly?
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Lesson #14 “Spurgeon Speaks to Our Times”

Read chapter Appendix Two and answer the following questions from pages 261-289.

Ephesians 6:10-13 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
1) What is the common theme that enables doctrinal compromise to happen?

2) Where should we always keep our eyes upon?

3) What have church members become indifferent too regarding their pastors?

4) How have churches become defiled and debased?

5) Who is the blame on, when Scriptures creates ill feelings?

6) What are we to anchor our souls into?

7) What happens to our minds when we refuse to bow to the Word of God?

8) What are we to do to be able to stand?

9) Who are those who have nothing to fear?

10) How are we to be mindful of our own spiritual state?

11) What happens when you mingle good and bad theology together?

12) Why do Christians tone down the hard doctrines of the Bible?

13) What did Spurgeon mean by “we will escape these wolves with everything, or we will be lost with everything?”

14) What does the doctrine of the atonement consist of?

15) What happens to a person who is given over to skepticism and doubts?
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Lesson #15` “Charles Finney and American Evangelical Pragmatism”

Read chapter Appendix Three & Four and answer the following questions from pages 291-304.

2 Timothy 2:15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
13) Why did Finney never come to the understanding that conversion is a work of God?

14) Why did MacArthur think it was unfortunate that Finney chose a preaching ministry?

15) Why was Finney’s training as a lawyer harmful to him as a student of the Scriptures?

16) Define Hyper-Calvinism?

17) Why did Finney struggle with the biblical view of human depravity and Divine Sovereignty?

18) What was Finney’s ruling principle in interpreting every biblical doctrine?

19) “Finney discarded the ___________ teaching of _____________ in favor of __________ reason.”

20) How was Finney able to get away with a faulty theology in the churches?

21) How did Finney view revival from a theological perspective?

22) What is wrong with the statement: God’s “object is to do the greatest amount of good possible.”

23) What good did Finney contribute in regard to preaching?

24) What happened spiritually to the people that Finney and his co-workers ministered too?

25) What is Finney’s legacy on American Evangelical Theology & Methodology?


Read Appendix Four: Carnal vs. Spiritual Wisdom

1) “Do not go the way of ___________ reason or __________ the rules of __________ wisdom.”

2) According to worldly wisdom, why does direct Biblical preaching not win people?

3) What does God’s wisdom show us?

